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Summary:  This report considers a request for a formal scoping opinion from Broadland 
District Council (the Local Planning Authority) for the siting of two wind turbines on Bernard 
Matthews Ltd owned land.  It is recommended that within the Environmental Statement 
consideration be given to the impact on the surrounding landscape and residential properties 
in the locality, including both Broadland and Breckland Council’s areas. 

 
 
1. Introduction 
 
1.1 Breckland District Council has been consulted on a request for a Scoping Opinion, 

for two wind turbines, from Broadland District Council.  The site is in Broadland 
district, but is close to the border with Breckland district.  The site is located at 
Weston, approximately five kilometres west of Taverham.  The closest notable 
settlement to the site is Weston Longville, approximately 0.5 kilometres to the north 
east.  There are also a number of farm holdings in the locality of the proposed wind 
cluster site. 

 
2.0 Development Proposal 
 
2.1 The development proposal is for two modern, efficient wind turbines.  The exact type 

and manufacturer of the turbines has yet to be chosen.  However, should consent be 
granted, it is likely that the turbines will be in the 2-3 MW range.  The hub height of 
each turbine will be up to 80 metres from ground level with a maximum blade tip 
height (in vertical position) of up to 125 metres. 

 
3.0 Assessment 
 
3.1 The proposed site is close to an area defined as settled tributary farmland in the 

Wind Turbine Development Landscape Assessment, Evaluation and Guidance 
produced for Breckland Council and King’s Lynn and West Norfolk Council in 2003 
by Land Use Consultants.  Relevant policies from the Breckland District Local Plan 
include ENV.23 and ENV.25. 

 
3.2 One of the main considerations is the suitability of this type of development in the 

landscape.  Settled tributary farmland in the land use consultants report is considered 
to have a moderate capacity to accommodate small groups of turbines.  As there are 
no other turbines close to this proposal it is unlikely to have a significant impact in the 
surrounding landscape.  Nevertheless it is considered that an assessment of the 
impact is considered necessary. 

 
3.3 There are only a small number of residential properties in the locality, some of which 

are in Breckland.  The impact from noise, shadow flicker, etc, is therefore likely to be 



minimal.  Nevertheless, consideration of the likely impact on neighbouring properties 
in the locality is considered necessary. 

 
4.0 Recommendation 
 
4.1 That Broadland District Council be asked to request that the Environmental Impact 

Assessment includes an assessment of the impact of the proposed development on 
the landscape and residential properties to the south of the site, within Breckland 
district. 


